
PERU: AMAZON CRUISE 
Aug 28 – Sept 6, 2020 

VOYAGE ITINERARY 

Day 1 • Friday, Aug 28 - ARRIVE LIMA  
Fly independently to Lima, and overnight a Lima hotel. 

Day 2 • Saturday, Aug 29 - LIMA / IQUITOS / EMBARK  
Fly over the Andes to Iquitos, where we enjoy an encounter at the Manatee Research Center. Board the 
riverboat, home for seven days. We look for Yellow-headed Caracara, Large-billed and Yellow-billed terns, Lesser 
Hornero, Southern Rough-winged Swallow, Blue-gray Tanager and others. Enjoy stargazing and storytelling with 
your local guides while cruising slowly on the Amazon River toward the confluence of the Marañón and Ucayali 
Rivers.  

Day 3 • Sunday, Aug 30 - CONFLUENCE OF THE AMAZON 
RIVER / RÍO UCAYALI 
Early morning birding along the Amazon River from the 
upper deck. Russet-backed 
Oropendola, Oriole Blackbird, Cocoi Heron, and an 
assortment of parrots and parakeets are possible. Common 
Squirrel Monkey is also found in this area and often seen in 
the morning. After breakfast, we are out again for more 
birding where we often see Amazon Kingfisher, Red and 
White Spinetail, Parker’s Spinetail, Striated Heron, Yellow-
chinned Spinetail, White-headed Marsh Tyrant, Burn Swallow, Black capped Donacobious and Lesser Yellow-
headed Vulture. After lunch, we have time to relax and refresh in the early afternoon as our ship continues to 
sail upstream. This afternoon our naturalist presents an informative lecture on the ‘Source of the Amazon’ 
before we continue our birding along Yarapa River. This area is a good location for birds such as White-eared 
Jacamar, Capped Heron, Long-billed Woodcreeper, Bare-necked Fruitcrow, Masked Crimson Tanager, Black-
collared Hawk, Yellow-rumped Cacique, as well as Tanagers and Trogons. Pink River Dolphins, Long-nosed Bats 
and Pygmy Marmoset Monkey are also commonly found here. We return to the riverboat late in the afternoon 
in time to freshen up before happy hour and live music commences.  

Day 4 • Monday, Aug 31 - RÍO UCAYALI  
Early in the morning we start again on the upper deck of the riverboat to scan the surrounding trees for macaws. 
We might expect Blue and Yellow Macaw and Red-bellied Macaw among other birds. Then we depart via skiffs 
to explore a small tributary where we can expect to see White-winged Swallow, Ladder-tailed Nightjar, Black-
crested Antshrike, Plum-throated Cotinga, Amazonian streaked Antwren, Varzea Schiffornis, Bluish-fronted 
Jacamar, Paradise Tanager, and Zimmer’s Woodcreeper. In addition we often see Saddle-backed Tamarin, Night 
Monkey and Tree Rats. After breakfast we visit a small Amazon village before returning to the riverboat. After an 
excellent lunch and welcomed siesta time, a briefing by our Expedition Leader provides us with a current map 
orientation of the river. This afternoon we head out for our birding excursion in Lake Yuracocha. Species found 
today could include Horned Screamer, Wattled Jacana, the amazing Hoatzin, Gray-fronted Dove, White-winged 
Parakeet, Barred Antshrike, Mealy and Orange-winged parrots, Dark-breasted Spinetail, Pearly-Breasted 
Conebill, Velvet-fronted Grackle and others. This is also a great place to see the beautiful and massive Amazon 
water lilies. We are back on board the riverboat late this afternoon and prepare for the evening happy hour and 
music before dinner.  



Day 5 • Tuesday, Sept 1 - RIO UCAYALI / PACAYA-SAMIRIA RESERVE 
After an early breakfast we go out to the Sapote River where we visit a communal reserve. Here the local 
community works to preserve and protect the area for the residents as well as the wildlife. We hope to see 
Great Black Hawk, Green-backed Trogon, Cream-colored Woodpecker, Green Kingfisher, White-throated 
Toucan, Chestnut-eared Aracari, and others. This tributary is good for raptors and sometimes we even see 
Scarlet and Chestnut-fronted Macaws. This is a great habitat for Monk Saki Monkey as well as other monkey 
species. After lunch and a welcome power nap, we enjoy a special presentation on the Pacaya-Samiria Reserve 
by the naturalists in the air-conditioned lecture room. Late this afternoon, we depart for more birding before 
the sun sets, however this time, we stay out on the river for nightfall and a special excursion along Pacaya River. 
This is a different habitat and here we commonly find Jabiru, Black Skimmer, Anhinga, Boat-billed Heron, 
Common Potoo, Great Potoo, Ladder tailed Nightjar, Common Pauraque and other birds. The evening is a 
special time to experience the jungle without the city lights where we can witness true star gazing and search for 
those creatures normally hidden in the light of day. This is also a great place to see tree frogs, toads, bats, 
caimans, snakes, tarantulas and many insects. We return to the boat for a late dinner before relaxing onboard.  

Day 6 • Wednesday, Sept 2 - PACAYA-SAMIRIA RESERVE  
This part of the river and reserve is a particularly wild area, so we again have an early start along Pacaya River. 
Often observed are Orange-winged Parrot, Dusky-headed Parakeet, Short-tailed Parrot, Festive Parrot, 
Sungrebe, Muscovy Duck, Hoatzin, and shorebirds. We may see more macaws plus Wood Stork, Ferruginous 
Pygmy Owl, and Black Caracara. This area is also the best place to see Red Howler Monkey, Brown Capuchin 
Monkey, Yellow Spotted Turtle and Pink and Gray Dolphins. After lunch and a siesta we have a second map 
orientation of the river and update our bird list. Later, we enjoy a cooking class led by the on-board Chef where 
we learn to create a local Peruvian dish to share with family and friends when we return home. In the afternoon 
we depart for more birding and/or fishing in the Dorado River. We experience part of life in the Amazon as we 
fish for piranha from our boat. As we return to the Zafiro, we are on the lookout for some of the species we may 
have missed earlier in the day. This evening we enjoy some social time on the upper deck.  

Day 7 • Thursday, Sept 3 - RÍO UCAYALI, RIVER ISLANDS AND THE RIO MARANON  
This morning before breakfast we have two options along Supay Creek, the first one is birding where we might 
see: Green Ibis, Yellow-bellied Dacnis, Golden-bellied Euphonia, Red Throated Caracara, Black-Tailed Tityra, 
Squirrel Cuckoo, Masked Crimson Tanager, as well as other birds. The other option is kayaking along calm waters 
as we look for more wildlife. Back onboard we enjoy a talk of “Amazon Tales” by the naturalists or go out looking 
for more birds on the islands along Ucayali River so we can make it all the way to the Yarapa River for the 
afternoon excursion. In the afternoon we visit one of the local villages to see how people live in this part of the 
Amazon. Children love to welcome the visitors and may share some of the songs or games they are most proud 
of. We may also be able to see and learn about some of the water systems funded by IE and past guests to the 
Amazon and how they are helping the communities along the river. Barred Antshrike, Short-Tailed Parrot, Blue-
Gray Tanager, Palm Tanager, Spotted Tody Flycatcher, Red and White Spinetail and other birds may be found in 
the vicinity before returning to the riverboat. Late in the afternoon, we freshen up before happy hour and a 
sumptuous dinner on board.  

Day 8 • Friday, Sept 4 - RÍO MARANON / TERRA FIRMA / AMAZON RIVER  
Early this morning we visit a local river town and its fresh markets before we return to the ship for breakfast. 
Following, we have a different birding habitat to explore. It is a high ground forest located along the Marañon 
River, which also means there are many more plant species than we find in the more seasonally flooded forests 
of the reserve. During our hike, we may also see frogs, lizards, snakes, bats and insects. Back onboard, we 
welcome lunch and siesta before our final map orientation and slide show by the Expedition Leader. A local fruit 



tasting provides us with another fresh, authentic experience. An afternoon wildlife excursion takes place but this 
time by skiff, searching for birds along the banks of the Amazon River itself. Here we look for birds such as Point-
tailed Palmcreeper, Sulphury 
Flycatcher, Red-capped Cardinal, and others. Back on the riverboat we enjoy a festive happy hour followed by a 
special farewell dinner as the riverboat travels swiftly downriver with the current on the Amazon toward Iquitos. 
Later this evening we complete our Amazon checklist before relaxing on our final evening onboard Zafiro.  
 

Day 9 • Saturday, Sept 5 - RÍO MARANON /TERRA FIRMA / 
AMAZON RIVER 
Awakening back in Iquitos, we place our luggage outside 
our cabin. After breakfast, depart for a visit to Pilpintuasi 
Butterfly Farm and Rescue Center. Return to Zafiro for a 
snack and to pick up a boxed lunch before heading to the 
airport. We check-in for our return flight to Lima. Upon 
arrival in Lima, depart for the Wyndham Costa del Sol this 
afternoon. Rooms are provided until time for your flight 
check-in late this evening. Assistance to the airport is 
provided for international flight check-in. Connect with 
your international flight home. 

 
Day 10 • Sunday, Sept 6 - ARRIVE HOME 
Arrive back in your home country. 
 

 




