
VENTURE TO:  
GUATEMALAN HIGHLANDS & TIKAL NATIONAL PARK 

NOVEMBER 12-22, 2020 

ITINERARY IN BRIEF: 
 A more detailed itinerary will be sent to registrants 

Day 1 – Thu, Nov 12 - Arrival 
Today we all arrive on separate flights and transfer to our hotel in Guatemala City. You may decide to 
arrive a day or two early to explore on your own or rest a bit before the tour begins. Please let the 
Ventures office know of your travel arrangements or if you require assistance in booking a hotel. Night 
in Guatemala City 

Day 2 – Fri, Nov 13 – Los Andes 
Our tour begins with a morning transfer to Los Andes Reserve, home to a healthy population of 
Resplendent Quetzal. We’ll spend most of the day here looking for quetzals as well as Azure-rumped 
Tanager, Highland Guan, White-faced Quail-Dove, Green-throated Mountain-Gem, Scaly-throated 
Foliage-Gleaner, Spotted Nightingale-Thrush, Blue-crowned Chlorophonia and more.  As on most nights, 
we will have the chance to do some nighttime birding to look for owls and nightjars. Night at Los Andes 

Day 3 – Sat, Nov 14 – Los Tarrales 
We’ll bird a bit more in the morning at Los Andes before breakfast and then head to Los Tarrales, 
another nearby coffee plantation. Here, we’ll have more opportunities for Highland Guan and Azure-
rumped Tanager in addition to Cinnamon Hummingbird, Yellow-throated Euphonia, Yellow-winged 
Tanager, Spot-breasted and Altamira Orioles and more. Night at Los Tarrales 

Day 4 – Sun, Nov 15 – Los Tarrales to Atitlan 
Most of today will be spent further exploring Los Tarrales. The Rinconada trail is an excellent spot from 
which to scan the canopy of the Inga trees for a dazzling variety of tanagers, hummingbirds, orioles, and 
honeycreepers. The 2nd growth scrub is also home to the White-eared Ground-Sparrow and we stand a 
good chance of seeing it. In the afternoon, we’ll make our way north to Santiago Atitlan. We’ll explore 
gardens and a few private reserves for Rufous Sabrewing, White-eared, Garnet-throated, and Sparkling-
tailed Hummingbirds, Yellow-backed, Black-vented, and Bar-winged Orioles, Yellow-throated Brush-
Finch, and Prevost’s Ground-Sparrow. Night at Lake Atitlan 

Day 5 – Mon, Nov 16 – Optional hike at Tolimán 
Today we rise early for an all-day hike up the Tolimán Volcano, namely for an encounter with the 
incredible Horned Guan. We will hike through 5 different habitat types, beginning in coffee plantation 
and working up through cloud forest, potentially all the way up to pine and paramo savannah. In 
addition to the Guan, we’ll also be on the lookout for Pink-headed Warbler, Lesser Roadrunner, Blue-
throated Motmot, Bar-winged Oriole, Rusty Sparrow, and the Guatemalan race of the Yellow-eyed 
Junco, among others. Night at Lake Atitlan 



Day 6 – Tue, Nov 17 - Antigua 
Today we head towards Antigua with a morning stop at Cerro Tecpan, home to a number of Central 
American highland endemics including Rufous-collared Robin, Rufous-browed Wren, Pink-headed 
Warbler, Blue-throated Motmot, Black-capped Swallow and Black-capped Siskin. Our afternoon will be 
free, allowing us to explore the beautiful city of Antigua, a UNESCO world heritage site renowned for its 
Spanish colonial architecture. Night in Antigua  
 
Day 7 – Wed, Nov 18 – Cerro Alux & Cayala 
After checking out of our Antigua hotel, we’ll spend our morning birding more high-elevation pine-oak 
woodlands at Cerro Alux. Rufous-browed Wren, Blue-and-White Mockingbird, Brown-backed Solitaire, 
Crescent-chested Warbler, Chestnut-sided Shrike-Vireo and Hooded Grosbeak are targets today. The 
ecological park of Cayala in Guatemala City is an oasis for resident and migratory birds and we’ll keep 
our eyes peeled for any species we’ve yet to see. Night in Guatemala City 
 
Day 8 – Thu, Nov 19 – Flores Peten; Yaxha 
It’s back to the Guatemala City airport for our flights north to Flores Peten and the start of our Tikal NP 
leg. After landing, we’ll make our way to Tikal, stopping at the ruins and lowland rainforests of Yaxha on 
the way. Several of the temples here have been recently restored and the view of the rainforest and 
lagoon from the tops is incredible. The birding is fantastic and we should see Red-lored, Mealy, White-
crowned, and White-fronted Parrots flocking to their nocturnal roost sites. We’ll explore the savannah 
and scrub habitats along the lake for Yellow-tailed Oriole and Fork-tailed Flycatcher, and we’ll scan the 
lake for the rare Jabiru. Night at Jungle Lodge 
 
Day 9 – Fri, Nov 20 – Tikal National Park 
Today our efforts will be focused on the marvelous Tikal National Park. As in Yaxha, the temple tops 
here are great viewpoints from which to scan the canopy for many species of parrots and raptors, and 
we’ll also look the rare Orange-breasted Falcon. Ocellated Turkeys are quite tame and we should get 
great looks at this Yucatan endemic. We will be on the lookout for army ant swarms and the 
accompanying mixed flock of such delights as Northern Barred, Olivaceous, Ruddy, Tawny-winged, and 
Ivory-billed Woodcreepers, Red-crowned and Red-throated Ant-Tanagers, Gray-headed Tanager and 
Tawny-crowned Greenlet.  Night at Jungle Lodge 
 
Day 10 – Sat, Nov 21 – Tikal NP; Flight to Guatemala City 
This morning we’ll head back to Tikal for one last morning exploring this birding and cultural hotspot for 
anything we may have missed the day before. This afternoon we’ll fly back to Guatemala City to wrap up 
the tour and get a good night’s rest before our departing flights tomorrow morning or afternoon. Night 
in Guatemala City 
 
Day 11 – Sun, Nov 22 - Departure 
After one final breakfast, we head back to the airport for our flights home. 
 

Itinerary subject to change. 
 




