
Hungary: Birds & Wine 
Aug 25 – Sept 3, 2020 

 
Itinerary in brief (a more detailed version will be sent upon registration) 

 
You may wish to arrive one or several days early to rest and explore Budapest. Please let us know of 
your travel plans and if you need any assistance with booking accommodations or need suggestions 

on things to do.  
 

We will be offering a 2 or 3 day cultural extension in Budapest to be added before or after this trip – 
stay tuned for more information!  

 
Day 1, Tue, Aug 25 - Arrival 
We gather at the Budapest Airport (or a nearby hotel) and depart for the excellent Kiskunság National 
Park, a short 30 minute drive outside the capital. The northern sections are home to the strongest 
populations of Great Bustards in Europe, and we should also see Corn Bunting, Eurasian Thick-Knee, 
Purple Heron, plus such raptors as Saker Falcon and Imperial Eagle. In the afternoon we arrive at our 
accommodation, a rural farmhouse built in the traditional, Hungarian thatched-roof style. We’ll settle in, 
explore the grounds for European Golden Oriole, Turtle Dove, Hoopoe, and others, before enjoying a 
welcome drink – the Hungarian Whistling Palinka, a traditional fruit brandy said to make you feel so good 
that you start to whistle. Night at Kondor EcoLodge. 
 
Days 2-3, Wed, Aug 26 -Thu, Aug 27 - Kiskunság National Park 
During the next 2 full days we will further explore the areas around the lodge and park environs where 
we should see plenty of European Bee-eaters, Eurasian Roller, Montagu’s Harrier, and Lesser Grey and 
Red-backed Shrikes. Raptors abound as well and we will scan the plains for European Honey Buzzard, 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk, Eurasian Hobby, Kestrels and more. Waterbirds and shorebirds will be 
concentrated at the remaining water sources and can include Great Bittern, Ferruginous Duck, Pied 
Avocet, Black-winged Stilt and more. Wine tastings on both evenings in the wine cellar at our very own 
accommodation will round out a lovely couple of days. Nights at Kondor EcoLodge.  
 
Day 4, Fri, Aug 28 – Hortobágy NP  
Today we travel east, first stopping at a fantastic oxbow-lake system where we should encounter a variety 
of warblers and flycatchers, plus Penduline and Bearded Tits, Pygmy Cormorants, Purple & Squacco 
Herons, Spoonbills and many more. White-tailed Eagles regularly hunt the area as well. Later in the day 
we’ll scan for more raptors in the plains of Hortobágy National Park, including Long-legged Buzzard, Lesser 
Spotted or Short-toed Eagle. This is also the best time of the year for migrating Pallid Harrier, and with a 
bit of luck we might see one. Red-footed Falcons gather in hundreds at this time and we might see a roost 
of these beautiful raptors as well. Night near Zemplén Hills. 
 
Days 5-6, Sat, Aug 29 – Sun, Aug 30 – Zemplén Hills 
Over the next couple of days we’ll explore the deciduous woodlands of the Zemplén Hills for Grey-headed, 
Black, Middle Spotted and White-backed Woodpeckers and a selection of different songbirds, such as 
Coal, Marsh and Willow Tits, Chaffinch, Hawfinch, and perhaps Crossbill. The woods are also home to a 
strong population of Ural Owl, and we will check some of the abandoned quarries for resident Eagle Owls 
as well. The Zemplén Hills are not only famous for its medieval fortresses and castles, but also it’s Tokaj 
wines, and we will sample a good variety of them! Nights near Zemplén Hills. 
 



Day 7, Mon, Aug 31 – Bükk Hills 
After breakfast and a final morning birding the Zemplen Hills we travel over to the scenic Bükk Hills. Our 
next 3 nights will be in a lovely, family run hotel which probably has the best cuisine in the entire region. 
The garden is excellent for birding as well, and we could find Middle-spotted, Syrian, or other missed 
woodpeckers here, plus Wryneck, Hawfinch, Golden Oriole and others. As we are in a new place, there 
will be new wines to sample, from the white Egri Leanyka to the world-famous cuvee known as Bull’s 
Blood. Night in Bükk Hills. 
 
Days 8-9, Tue, Sept 1 – Wed, Sept 2 – Bükk Hills & Eger 
We’ll further explore the vast beech woods and open limestone meadows of the Bukk Hills for the next 
couple of days. Raptors soar above the valleys and dense woodlands provide habitat for target 
woodpeckers (White-backed, Black, etc.) as well as Collared Flycatchers and Wood Warblers. We’ll have 
another chance for Ural Owl plus Northern Goshawk, Lesser Spotted Eagle, and anything else we can 
find. Lastly, we’ll enjoy a cultural visit to the medieval town of Eger with its many churches, cathedrals, 
and other landmarks, from the impressive Lyceum and Eger Minaret to the city’s famous fortress. Nights 
in the Bukk Hills. 
 
Day 10, Wed, Sept 3 - Departure 
We leave the Bükk Hills and depending on our flight departures, we may have time for a few brief birding 
stops on the way back to the Budapest airport. Please plan your departure flights for the afternoon. 
 
 


