
Trinidad & Tobago: Piping Guans, Motmots, & Bellbirds 
December 8-18, 2020 

 
Itinerary in brief 

Registrants will receive a more detailed itinerary 
 
Day 1 – Tue, Dec 8: Arrival 
We plan to arrive at Piarco International Airport in Port-of-Spain in the afternoon/evening and transfer to Asa 
Wright, where we will enjoy a rum punch while watching the hummingbird and fruit feeders off the veranda. 
Long-billed Starthroat, Copper. Night at Asa Wright. 
 
Day 2 – Wed, Dec 9: Asa Wright grounds & Aripo Savannah 
A morning on Asa Wright’s grounds should turn up Guianan Trogon, Channel-billed Toucan, Chestnut 
Woodpecker, White-bearded Manakin, Rufous-browed Peppershrike, and Turquoise and Bay-headed 
Tanagers.  Birding from the veranda can be fantastic, with the Ruby-topaz Hummingbird, Tufted Coquette, 
Barred Antshrike, and Green Honeycreeper among the many species that can be easily seen. Later in the 
afternoon we drive to Aripo Savannah, where we will look for Pied Water Tyrant and White-headed Marsh 
Tyrant in the wet pastures and ditches, along with Green-rumped Parrotlet, Southern Lapwing, and Yellow-
chinned Spinetail. After dark, we’ll continue exploring the area hoping to find Barn Owl, Tropical Screech-Owl, 
White-tailed Nightjar, Common Pauraque, and Common Potoo. Night at Asa Wright. 
 
 
Day 3 – Thu, Dec 10: Blanchisseuse Rd 
An all-day excursion along the winding Blanchisseuse Road which takes us up into the hills. En route we will look 
for Swallow-tailed Kite, Common Black-Hawk, Ornate Hawk-Eagle, Green-backed Trogon, Blue-headed Parrot, 
Speckled and Turquoise Tanagers, Black-faced Antthrush, and Rufous-tailed Jacamar, among many other 
species. We’ll have a lunch out and about and return to Asa Wright with time to rest and wash up before dinner. 
Night at Asa Wright. 
 
Day 4 – Fri, Dec 11: Nariva Swamp 
Today we will wind our way out of the Northern Range to Trinidad’s east coast and the Nariva Swamp. The tall 
palms attract Red-bellied Macaw, but we’ll also be on the lookout for American Pygmy Kingfisher, Yellow-
headed Caracara, Savanna Hawk, Red-breasted Blackbird, Pinnated Bittern, Pearl Kite, Azure Gallinule, and 
Wattled Jacana along the way. There is also the possibility for Red Howler Monkey and both Rufous Crab & 
Crane Hawks have been spotted in this area in recent years. Night at Asa Wright 
 
Day 5 – Sat, Dec 12: Yerette & Caroni Swamp 
This morning we visit a colony of the fascinating, nocturnal Oilbird. We then head to Yerreté to watch the 
hummingbird feeders (twelve of the island’s 13 recorded species have been seen here) before finishing the day 
at Caroni Swamp, where a boat trip through the mangroves will have us in perfect position to witness the 
spectacular flight of Scarlet Ibis returning to the nightly roosts. Night at Asa Wright 
 
Day 6 – Sun, Dec 13: Aripo Savannah & Arena Forest 
Today we make a morning visit back at the Aripo Savannah looking for Masked Yellowthroat, Blue-black 
Grassquit, Grassland Yellow Finch, Ruddy-breasted Seedeater, and anything else we may have missed on our 
first visit. The Moriche Palms at Waller Field attract Moriche Oriole, Sulphury Flycatcher, and Fork-tailed Palm-



Swift. Afterwards, we’ll visit the dense Arena Forest for a selection of woodcreepers, trogons, woodpeckers, and 
jacamars. Night at Asa Wright. 
 
Day 7 – Mon, Dec 14: Transfer to Grand Riviere 
Today after a last morning of veranda birding we’ll be transferring to Grand Riviere. We will check in to our hotel 
and relax the remainder of the afternoon. After dinner we’ll take a night tour on the beach to look for 
Loggerhead Turtles. Night in Grand Riviere 
 
Day 8 – Tue, Dec 15: Piping Guans & transfer to Tobago 
We will rise early to look for the critically-endangered Trinidad Piping-Guans before breakfast, and with luck 
we’ll enjoy incredible views of this endemic species. Afterwards we catch our flight to Tobago where we should 
find an assortment of shorebirds, herons, egrets, and ducks, such as the White-cheeked Pintail. Nearby 
wetlands have held Little Egret in past years and the feeders at our very comfortable lodge at Cuffie River 
attract White-tailed Sabrewings, a species that was once quite difficult to see. Night at Cuffie River, Tobago 
 
Day 9 – Wed, Dec 16: Gilpin Trace & Little Tobago Island 
Today we will head to the trail at Gilpin Trace, and look for Blue-backed Manakin, Yellow-legged Thrush as well 
as other Tobago specialties, such as Rufous-vented Chachalaca, Collared Trogon, Red-crowned Woodpecker, 
and White- fringed Antwren. Trinidad Motmots are common here, and this is also a great spot for such skulkers 
as Stripe-breasted Spinetail, Gray-throated Leaftosser and White-throated Spadebill. In the afternoon we 
board a glass bottom boat which takes us over several reefs to Little Tobago Island, where we hope to find for 
Red-eyed ‘Chivi’ Vireo, Brown-crested Flycatcher and Pale-vented Pigeon. In addition, we will explore the 
nesting colonies of Red-billed Tropicbird, Red-footed and Brown Boobies, Sooty Tern and Brown Noddy. Night 
at Cuffie River, Tobago 
  
Day 10 – Thu, Dec 17: Free Day 
Our final full day will be free to spend however you choose! There will be optional birding opportunities on the 
Cuffie River trails to look for things we may have missed. Other options could be such activities as snorkling or 
swimming at a nearby beach, visiting the cultural and historic sites of this beautiful island, or simply enjoying the 
grounds of this idyllic lodge. Night at Cuffie River, Tobago 
 
Day 11 – Fri, Dec 18: Departure 
This exciting learning vacation ends this morning as we depart for our flights to Piarco airport on Trinidad to 
connect to our return flights home. 
 
Depending on the weather and other factors, our daily Itinerary at both the Asa Wright Nature Centre and Cuffie River may change. 

 
 
 


