
Venture to the “Rice and Rails” Festival, Jennings, Louisiana 
November 3 - 8, 2020 

ITINERARY 

Day 1 – Tuesday, Nov 3 - Arrival 
We will all meet at Lafayette Regional Airport today and make the 45 minute drive to our hotel in Jennings. 
Please plan to arrive in Lafayette by late morning or early afternoon. After checking in to our hotel and 
grabbing some lunch, we’ll head out to some local birding spots, which will give us a good idea of what to 
expect for the next few days. Night in Jennings 

Day 2 – Wednesday, Nov 4 – Birding the Rice Fields 
This morning we will have a special “early bird” field trip through agricultural fields near Thornwell, where the 
rice is being harvested. The main festival has not yet officially started so we will mostly have the fields to 
ourselves. We should see White-faced and Glossy Ibis, Greater White-fronted Geese, and several species of 
sandpipers. We’ll be on the lookout for Vermilion Flycatcher, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Bronzed Cowbird and 
Cave Swallow – all of which have been seen on previous trips! After a delicious lunch provided by the festival, 
we’ll head to the fields to witness the rice harvesting. We stand an excellent chance of seeing the elusive 
Yellow Rail, as well as other rails such as King, Virginia, and Sora. If weather prevents us getting into the fields 
today, we will ‘beat the bushes’ for sparrows around the margins of the rice fields and hope to see a good 
selection, including Le Conte’s, Nelson’s and Grasshopper. Night in Jennings  

Day 3 – Thursday, Nov 5– Peveto Woods & Sabine NWR 
Today we make our way south to the Gulf Coast, birding along the way as we drive through coastal marshes 
and woodlands. We’ll make a morning stop at Peveto Woods, a 40 acre sanctuary consisting of the classic 
‘Chenier’ oak woodland, looking for Nashville, Wilson’s, and Orange-crowned Warblers plus any other migrants 
that might be around. This is also a good spot for rarities, with both Groove-billed Ani and Black-headed 
Grosbeak being seen in recent years. On our way back, we’ll drive through Sabine National Wildlife Refuge, 
where we should see a selection of gulls, terns, shorebirds, Neotropic Cormorants, and more. Tonight we 
attend a social gathering complete with Jambalaya and excellent Cajun music. Night in Jennings 

Day 4 – Friday, Nov 6 – Kisatchee NF 
This morning we switch gears and head north to the piney-woods of Kisatchee National Forest for a different 
set of birds. The endangered Red-cockaded Woodpecker and Bachman’s Sparrow will be top of our list, and we 
should also encounter Pine Warbler, Brown-headed Nuthatch, and other typical pineywood specialties. There’s 
always a chance of finding an early Henslow’s Sparrow as this is their preferred wintering habitat, and even 
Greater Roadrunners are possible. Night in Jennings 

Day 5 – Saturday, Nov 7 – Cameron Coast; Mop-up day 
Today will be a ‘mop up’ day to allow us another chance at things we may have missed. Depending on water 
levels and the weather, Cameron Prairie NWR can be excellent and could be our morning destination. 
Regardless, we will probably make it down to the Cameron Coast to look for Wilson’s, Snowy & Piping Plovers 
and many other shorebirds and gulls on the Gulf Coast beaches. After a successful mop up day, we’ll have 
another social event with the festival goers consisting of delicious hors d’oeuvres, crudités, and wine at a local 
museum. Night in Jennings 

Day 6 – Sunday, Nov 8 
Today we may have some time for some brief morning birding before heading back to the Lafayette airport for 
our return flights home. Please try and choose late morning or afternoon flights as this will give us a bit more 
time in the morning for birding. 

Itinerary subject to change depending on weather, the festival, and the whims of the leader! 




